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      Delamere Forest Riding Club

                   A British Riding Club affiliated to the British Horse Society
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September 2010  
AGM - The Oaklands Hotel, Gorstage, Cheshire, CW8 2SU at 7.30pm on 18 October 2010.   
All too quickly, the AGM and Prize giving has come round again.  Tickets for the hotpot supper and meeting are (following Ann’s brilliant negotiations) remarkable value at £7.50   It would be lovely if the majority of members could attend to put forward views on how the current year’s events have been received, if and what changes you would like made, even any complaints!!     The Committee tries to reflect the wishes of the membership but feedback is a good yardstick to see if we are succeeding.    For tickets, please send an sae to Ann Brazier, together with a cheque made out to DFRC, to Woodlands, Hole House Lane, Little Leigh, CW8 4RY.    Please can you contact Ann as soon as possible as we have to confirm numbers to the catering team at The Oaklands.
The Committee will be up for election / re-election at the AGM and we are always interested if anyone would like to put their names forward to join us.   The current Committee is :   Cathy London, Pauline Ford, Liz Ford, Mary Bradbury, Holly Doyle, Ann Brazier, Peter Booth, Judith Childs, Caroline Childs, Josie Cowap, Sue Griffiths, Emma Holland, Sally Eagle and Sue Lea. 
Memberships will be due for renewal as at 30th September - if you wish to renew, and we hope you do – then forms will be available at the AGM. We will also e-mail forms round to everyone.

Trophies

Please could anyone who received a trophy at last year’s meeting return it to either Josie Cowap or Sue Lea.  Josie will be at the One Day Event if it’s convenient to take the trophy there.   Otherwise please contact one or other of us to arrange delivery.    As the Committee has quite a lot to do at this time of year, it would be appreciated if the trophies were cleaned prior to their return and any appropriate engraving completed.

HELPERS

Firstly, we would like to express very grateful thanks to all those people who have done their duty days and, even more so, to those people who had offered to do additional days.   Your help and enthusiasm is very much appreciated.

However we are still having problems in getting some people to fulfil the requirement to help at DFRC events and, if members are participating in Area competitions, additional coverage is also required on the Area day.    

We do understand that its more interesting to compete than to be one of the ground team but the only way that the Club can function is by making it a condition of membership that everyone has to fulfil their duty days.    
If anyone has any comments concerning duty days, we would be very happy to receive them and also make it a matter of discussion at the AGM.
RECENT  EVENTS:

“Summer” Ride and BBQ

Alison Arden very kindly offered DFRC a chance to do a summer ride over their farmland at Guilden Sutton on 30 July.    She organised a great ride which was well signed and marshalled, to be followed by a bbq for riders and supporters.

Unfortunately the weather decided not to co-operate (understatement!) but a good number of intrepid riders showed us more fair-weather enthusiasts that a great time could still be had, even with clothing literally wet to the skin!  An excellent bbq followed and, especially for the participants, a well earned drink.
Alison generously wanted the proceeds of the ride to go to a local hospice and £130 has been sent.  We would like to thank Alison again for an excellent and well organised evening.
Combined Training:

This was again held at Forest Gate Farm, Norley on 22 August 2010 and was the sixth year this popular event has been run with two levels, a BE 90 test with Novice show jumping (75cm) and a BE100 test with Intermediate height show jumping (90cm). The weather was very kind to us and the ground was perfect for the dressage and Richard Carruthers built quite a challenging show jumping course with only 3 clears at the Intermediate height. 

Unfortunately Helen Platt had quite a nasty fall after her horse did a very big jump unseating her, but the first aid people were fantastic and following a check up in hospital, Helen was back in the saddle in a couple of days and raring to go again. We wish Helen and Opal all the best at HOYs next month (and to member Caroline Woods on Indie who has also qualified for the same Riding Club Horse class).

Well done to everyone and many thanks to those who helped set up and steward on the day. Unfortunately we were let down by several helpers and very nearly had to cancel but several committee members stood in at the last minute. Also thanks to those members who stayed to help put the jumps away and poo pick! 

If there is sufficient demand, we will look at doing a lower height of jumps say 60cm next year, so do let the committee know if you think this is a good idea. Another idea is for a family class where mother or father could do the dressage and son or daughter could do the jumping (on the same horse).
Results :
Class 1 – BE 91 Dressage and Novice SJ

1st  Clare Whitfield on Billy   2nd   Abi Lee on Tully   3rd  Fiona Youde on April   4th Kate Wright on Basil   5th=  Sue Griffiths on Ellie May and Lesley Flynn on Millie

Class 2 – BE 91 Dressage 

1st  Abi Lee on Tully   2nd  Lesley Flynn on Millie   3rd  Jane Byrne on Lucy   4th Holly Doyle on Flicka   5th  Abi Lee on Adam

Class 3 – BE 101 Dressage and Intermediate SJ

1st  Jo Ellis on Devon   2nd  Janet Freeman on Ginger   3rd  Helen Slattery on Tati   4th=  Ellie Ebbit on Just so William and Fran McNicol on Pagan   6th  Alison Arden on Faye

Class 4 – BE 101 Dressage 

1st Clare Whitfield on Billy   2nd Helen Slattery on Tati   3rd Hannah Woodward on Sybil   4th  Ros Fifield on Mati   5th Chrissie Stanley on Mr Brightside   6th= Ellie Ebbit on Just so William and Fran McNicol on Pagan

Area 20 Dressage on 11 July

An early start and a long drive proved to be very worthwhile for the team members who competed in Anglesey on 11th July. Madelaine Davies had a wonderful day. By winning her first test, which was a Medium, she ensured a trip to Lincoln and a very big cup which we tend to think of as Delamere’s, having won it in the past so often by Jo or Clare. She then won her elementary test for the open team. Other team members also put in very good tests. Clare was second, Holly third, and Mary (who was the discount score) was fourth. These excellent results would often be good enough to win a team competition, but East Cheshire were in amazing form. They won 3 tests and were 2nd in their fourth and so were unassailable. Our team finished second and all the team were delighted with their horses. The same team later competed in the Riding Test where they finished fourth. Holly was 6th, Madelaine 7th, Mary 8th and Clare 10th. Our special thanks to Ali Arden who came with us and did her area duty for the team.

______________________________________________________________________________
FUTURE EVENTS:
One Day Event

The One Day Event will take place at Smallwood on Sunday, 12 September.   The entries are now full and a waiting list is in operation (which, due to the number of people still requesting places, is now closed)    Please would everyone keep their fingers crossed for a fine day!
Winter Dressage

The dates of the winter dressage competitions are:

17 October,  14 November,   5 December,   6 February,   6 March

Full details regarding the tests and entries will be published in a later newsletter and on the web site.
Winter Dressage Qualifier
This is a team competition to take place at Tushingham. There will be four members in a team, two of whom will do a prelim test on Saturday, 30 October and the other two will do a novice test the following day (Sunday, 31 October).   The three best scores will count as the team’s total.  If you would like to take part, or would like further details of this competition, please contact Mary Bradbury on 01928 787601.

And last but not least….
BRC Endurance Championships

Delamere qualified two teams to the national endurance championships, which took place on Sunday 5th September. Both teams had a great day and did fantastically well but it was the ‘pony’ team consisting of Jane Stewart, Katie Monton, Anne Boothroyd and Tim Deeprose that finished the day as National Champions! Well done to you and also to our second team of Jo Ellis, Jenny German and Clare Harrison. The committee would like to say a massive thank you to Jane Stewart who used her vast experience to co-ordinate this new venture for the riding club. A full report will be posted on the web. 
www.delamereforestridingclub.co.uk
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