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      Delamere Forest Riding Club

                   A British Riding Club affiliated to the British Horse Society
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September 2009     
ANNUAL  GENERAL  MEETING
Monday, 28th September, 7.30 pm at The Oaklands, Gorstage CW8 2SU. The prize giving and a hot pot supper will follow a short round up of the clubs activity. Tickets are remarkably good value at £7.50! Please contact any member of the Committee for tickets (or send a SAE with cheque made payable to DFRC to Ann Brazier, Woodlands, Hole House Lane, Little Leigh, CW8 4RY as these will need to be purchased in advance so that we can confirm numbers for catering. Please will winners for the 2008/2009 season return clean trophies to a Committee member as soon as possible, in any case prior to the AGM.
At the AGM, we would like to canvass Members’ views as to whether we continue to include an Introductory test in our dressage competitions,  whether you would prefer to have a medium test or a mix of both.   This would then apply for the competitions from November through to March as we have decided to include an Intro test for October.
The Committee will be up for election/re-election at the AGM if anyone would be interested in putting their names forward to join us.    The current members are:
Cathy London ;  Pauline Ford;  Elaine Reading* ;  Mary Bradbury;  Ann Brazier;  Peter Booth;  Judith Childs;  Josie Cowap;  Holly Doyle;  Liz Ford:  Sue Griffiths;  Emma Holland;  Sue Lea;

*although we have tried hard to persuade her otherwise, Elaine has decided to resign this year as Treasurer to DFRC.   We will greatly miss her on the Committee (both personally and for the excellent job she has done in managing our accounts)  however she has said she will still be involved in the Club’s activities and we’ll look forward to having her back !
______________________________________________________________________________
MEMBERSHIPS  2009/2010 YEAR
It’s that time of year again !   Memberships for the new membership year are due on the 1st October.  A membership form is available on the web site.

We feel we have a very friendly Club and actively encourage all members to get involved and have fun.  A very big thank you to all those who have done their duty days, many doing far in excess of the requirements.  We cannot run our events without your help and so, again, Thank You. 

Unfortunately we do have a very small handful of members who have not completed any duties this year.  It is with regret that we will be unable to accept membership renewals from these people until a day is completed.  Wee are looking for helpers for the dressage on the afternoon of 11 Ocober, so if you would like to do your day then, please contact Liz Ford on liz.ford@eblex.org.uk or tel 07939 049133.   We will give priority to those people who haven’t been able to complete a day this year, so they can then submit a membership renewal application.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Holly (Bradbury) and Billy (Doyle) married on 21 August and Holly looked absolutely stunning.  On behalf of the Club, good wishes were sincerely sent to them for their future happiness.

______________________________________________________________________________
RECENT  EVENTS

Dressage Demonstration, 26 May

Lyndsay Scott kindly brought three of her horses to a dressage demonstration on 26 May.  It was an excellent and informative evening.  Ryan and Vicky rode two of Lyndsay’s young horses in the first half of the evening while Lyndsay explained how she nurtured and brought on the youngsters.  Hilary Wells (Dressage judge) then gave a commentary while Lynsday rode her Prix St George horse (Rio) and explained what a Judge was looking for in the various movements.   An inspiring evening that went all too quickly though, leaving us all wanting to rush out and improve our riding and dressage skills, as well as giving us something to think about in building up a “mental” relationship with our horses (in the nicest possible sense of the word !)    A good crowd of 88 people managed to fit surprisingly comfortably into the end of the school and we raised £370.21 to go to The Brooke.    Lyndsay sent a thank you for the considerate way the young horses were greeted as this was their first outing in front of an audience.
Area 20 Showjumping  Qualifier, June

We entered two Senior Novice teams, two Senior Intermediate, one Senior Style and two individuals, one Style and one Junior Novice. In the Novice jumping, Ali Kay and Sophie Meredith both jumped faultless double clears and did really well in the jump off but missed out on the placings. The Pines team with Ali, Sophie, Judith Childs and Alex Baddiley just missed out on the rosettes and finished a creditable seventh. The Intermediate course was tough with very few clears and the Oaks team with Cheryl Booth, Lisa Grant, Jo Ellis and Alison Ardern did very well to finish sixth. The Style team consisting of Cheryl, Lisa, Jo and Sally Eagle came second and Lisa did brilliantly to win individually has qualified for the Championships at Lincoln and Cheryl was a close third, both with very high scores. Many thanks to everyone who competed, helped or supported on the day.

Area 20 Horse Trials Qualifier,  27 June
2009 saw the most number of teams entered for the Area 20 Horse Trials Qualifier for many years, certainly for over 10 years. Ellie Ebbitt and Molly Burrows were entered as Junior Intermediate individuals – a new competition for juniors this year. Unfortunately, Molly’s horse was lame and could not compete but Ellie had a clear round in both show jumping and cross country and did really well  to be placed individual 5th.

Four Senior Novice teams were entered; all did extremely well and completed but were just outside the places. Individually, Vicky Smith was 2nd with Mill Hollow King of Kings and qualified for a place at the Championships. Sophie Meredith and Jo Ellis were 3rd individually.

The two senior Intermediate teams also did well. The team of Lisa Grant, Cheryl Booth, Caz Banner and Alison Arden were 3rd. Individually, Lisa Grant was 1st and has qualified, Cheryl Booth 2nd, Alison Arden 5th and Katie Dowling from the other Intermediate team was also placed 5th individually. 

We would also like to thank the helpers who did a fantastic job helping to run the cross country start, scoring and running the collecting ring. You have all been logged and will escape further Area 20 duties for this year!
Horse Camp, July 4 and 5
Cathy started off with 30 and a reserve list, but as camp drew nearer horses went lame and unforeseen things happened, as they do. We had 26 people in the end.   Although it was requested (after last year !), that good weather be ordered, the weekend was a lot warmer than last year, but everyone did get wet on more than one occasion. It managed to keep dry for the demo and party.

Richard & Jane Carruthers and Sarah Johnson all practised their usual, amazingly patient teaching and ensured that everyone got a lot out of the weekend (even if it was a broken rib for poor Judith). Sarah was very kind to some extremely nervous people with the result that  they had achieved far more by the end of the weekend than they ever thought they would!

Special thanks go to Peter Booth who set up the best café in Cheshire and dished up breakfast on Saturday and Sunday morning – there was even a menu on the clubhouse wall! Judith organised locally made baguettes, fresh for lunch on both days which were delicious.

On Saturday evening we collapsed with our wine/beer to watch Rachel Gibbons from Listening Horsemanship who gave a demo combining Monty Roberts with Parelli Quantum Savvy. This was followed by a Hog Roast and Western Style evening. Nick Sparkes was first on the bucking bronco to show us how it was done, followed by……everyone (but not all at once - except when Liz, Holly, Ali and Jo decided to have a go together)! .    Very many thanks go to Cathy for organising this fantastic weekend and we are in the process of persuading her that she would love to do it again next year !!    Since writing this draft, Cathy has confirmed Kelsall has been booked for 2010 and details of the Camp will appear at a later date.
Area Dressage Qualifiers, 11 July, Llanymynech

Clare was placed 2nd in the area qualifier at Medium level; in fact Jo Ellis just beat her but she is taking Jo’s place, as Jo did not want to compete this year.  Clare is the sole representative of DFRC this year!  We sent a novice, an open and a riding test team to the area qualifiers.  Sadly no teams were placed but individually Madelaine was 3rd in the Novice test and Clare was 5th in the Prelim on Billy.  In the Medium test, DFRC had a clean sweep finishing 1st (Jo on Devon), 2nd (Clare on Ozzy) and again Madelaine was 3rd on Mac.

We would like to take this opportunity to wish Clare Whitfield good luck at the Dressage Championships at Lincoln on Saturday, 12 September.
Area Horse Trials Championships 8th, 9th, 10th August 2009
As mentioned above, Lisa Grant was the only member to attend the National Finals which was changed to Aston-Le-Walls at the last minute. The Intermediate Championship was in a 3 day format. After the first vet’s inspection and the dressage Lisa was in first place with an exceptionally good dressage score (must have been the extra training session funded by DFRC!)

Due to torrential rain before the start of the competition, 2 of the 4 phases of the speed and endurance day were omitted on Saturday, leaving phase A (roads & tracks) and phase D (cross country). Lisa had a fantastic day, apart from a slight technical malfunction where the stopwatch stopped on the cross country and Lisa slowed down thinking she was in good time. This led to the inevitable costly time penalties. With a single fence down on Sunday in the show jumping, Lisa finished a very good 7th. Without those time penalties, she would have won! Well done Lisa. We will aim to get some teams there next year
Combined Training, 16 August, Forest Gate Farm, Norley
It was with great understatement that Sue Griffiths reported that she had experienced  several last minute hitches including Richard and Jane’s hayfield not being cut, the judge pulling out two days before and numerous last minute withdrawals !   However, with thanks to her for continuing to run the event despite all the problems,   the sun shone on the day and the event was a great success due in great part to all the helpers who did a sterling job.  Our members did very well and the full list of results and placings can be seen on the web site.
.______________________________________________________________________________
FUTURE COMPETITIONS have been arranged as follows:
One Day Event, Smallwood,  13 September
The places are now filled and a waiting list is in operation.   We wish all the DFRC members Good Luck and look forward to seeing them filling the top places  (... no pressure !)
Winter Dressage

Competitions will again be held at Forest Gate Farm, Norley. And please can we remind everyone to remove droppings (this applies to the carpark, warming up and dressage arenas) and also to ensure that the gates are kept closed.  These are really important as they are conditions of our continuing usage of these excellent, and local ,facilities! 

Dates are
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Full details of the tests will be posted on the web site in due course and will also be printed in future Newsletters.

Area Competitions :

Area 20  Festival of the Hunter Challenge
Lower House Farm, Llanymynech Sunday, 4th October 2009.  Two Phase competition involving show jumping immediately followed by Cross Country   CLASSES: Junior Novice & Open (Team & Individual), Junior Pairs,  Senior Novice & Open (Team & Individual), Senior Pairs
Contact Sue Griffiths Tel:01606 891562
 Area 20 Novice SJ Qualifier

Southview, 15 November.    Please contact Holly on 01606 853559
Reminder for All Area Competitors
For all Area competitions that  Club members enter, we also have to supply helpers. 

Any person competing in an Area 20 competition is expected to provide a helper at either the same competition or at an alternative event in the year – this is in addition to the DFRC Club duty day.   Due to the time involved by having to identify and contact potential helpers, any riders not fulfilling this requirement may be declined entry to further Area 20 competitions until their obligation has been met.
www.delamereforestridingclub.co.uk
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