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      Delamere Forest Riding Club

                   A British Riding Club affiliated to the British Horse Society
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September 2011

AGM and Prize Giving – The Oaklands, Gorstage, Cheshire, CW8 2SU on Monday, 17 October 2011 at 7.30pm
Tickets for the hotpot supper and meeting are FREE to members this year but £7.50 for guests. Although tickets are free to members,  we are requesting that you formally apply for them so that we know how many we should be catering for.
This year we have noticed that competition numbers are below previous years’ entries so it would be very much appreciated by the Committee if the majority of members could attend the AGM to put forward views on how the current year’s events have been received, what changes you would like made, even any complaints!! We’ve enclosed a questionnaire with this newsletter and would be really grateful if you could complete and return this – either in person at the AGM or by post.  The Committee tries to reflect the wishes of the membership but feedback is a good yardstick to see if we are succeeding. For tickets, please send a sae to Ann Brazier to Woodlands, Hole House Lane, Little Leigh, CW8 4RY. 
Trophies

Please could anyone who received a trophy last year return it prior to the AGM?   Please can you ensure that trophies are given to a member of the Committee by the end of September.   As always, it would be much appreciated (not to say cost effective – if we have to purchase copious quantities of Goddards Silver Clean !)  if the cups could be cleaned prior to return.   It would also be a great help if you could put a label in the trophy giving your name and, if known, confirming what the trophy was awarded for.   
Membership Renewals

It’s that time of year again when membership renewals are now due. A renewal form is enclosed with this letter so should you wish to renew please complete and bring along to the AGM or post it to us.   We will only be offering the training and competition vouchers worth £10 for all membership renewals made before the 31st October 2011. 

Please note if you wish to compete in Area 20 teams, British Riding Clubs must have you registered on their database before the close of pre-entries – we need at least 5 weeks before the appropriate competition to comply with this, so please do re-new early to ensure you are able to compete in all the teams. Don’t forget priority will be given to members for all the winter training and dressage competitions so don’t miss out!  
RECENT EVENTS: 
Horse Camp Report -  2 & 3 July 2011

This year Horse Camp was well supported with 27 members attending for the full weekend with additional ‘Day trippers’ attending on either Saturday and Sunday which made up the numbers to almost a full complement.

This was our 5th camp at Kelsall and as ever, the facilities were superb. This year the new Hayward arena was used for flatwork which meant that most of the show jumping was also on a surface in the big arena..One group did some excellent pole work exercises  in the grass working hunter arena,  as this had proved a little too hard for a jumping class. We had some of the cross country lessons in the schooling field (which does not yet have water, ditches or banks) but we were able to use the cross country course to cover all the missing features.
Even the weather was amazing, temperatures of 24-25°c all weekend and not a drop of rain in sight - thank goodness for airy, cool stables and gallons of cold water for washing off hot horses! Riders tended to gather in the kitchen for lunch and drinks where it was cool. Some campers decided that it would be nicer to ride round the farm ride instead of having a lesson, good idea until you met the horseflies which were out there in force!

Rachael Thompson taught a total of 12 lessons over the weekend and was still smiling at the end – a remarkable feat given the length of time she spent in the sun. Sarah Johnson also taught on both days and did her usual, wonderful job of instilling confidence and getting people to jump when they really didn’t think they would.
Flat lessons were given by Jennifer Manning on Saturday and by Pippa Hatton on Sunday.  Pippa specialises in the link between the horse’s conformation, its way of going and how to work with your horse to maximise its potential. (We have had a request for a clinic with Pippa which we are currently trying to arrange).

On Saturday evening, friends and family joined us for a BBQ and to watch a group called Cheeky Monkey who performed in the big barn by the campsite. Many people sat outside and enjoyed the music, others with more energy danced in the barn.

All in all, it was a fantastic weekend; there were the usual thrills and spills, but most horses and people came home safely apart from Sally’s Archie who needed some stitches in a cut knee on the cross country field but who, thankfully, seems to have made a full recovery. Thank you all for your support, camp has been provisionally booked for the first weekend in July next year – see you all there!

Combined Training – 14 August
As mentioned earlier, numbers for our annual Combined Training competition were down on last year but the day was much enjoyed by all who took part.  The weather was mixed but did not dampen the enthusiasm shown by both horses and riders.    As usual the event was held at Forest Gate Farm with the dressage being run on grass in the hay field – which led some of the more exuberant horses to believe they were out for a jolly over the hedges!   Richard was somewhat over enthusiastic about the height of the fences being put up for the show jumping but the arena party managed to keep things within bounds!
Results:

Class 1  BE 92 Dressage and Novice SJ

1st Enid Baines on Alonso;   2nd Vickie Plackett on Miss Marley Moon;   3rd  Holly Doyle on Pebble;

4th Sue Lea on Conna;   5th Claire Aldridge on Comet;   6th Jennie Hill on Murphy.

Class 2 BE 92 Dressage
1st Enid Baines on Alonso;   2nd jt  Karen Jackson on Comet and Victoria Stubbs on Blue;

4th Jennie Hill on Murphy;   5th Annie Abell on Charlie;   6th Kay Sparkes on Parc Pepe

Class 3 BE 101 Dressage and Intermediate SJ

1st Chrissie Stanley on Mr Brightside;   2nd Liz Ford on Tilly;   3rd Alison Arden on Faye;

4th  Katy Healing on Jonty

Class 4 BE 101 Dressage

1st Chrissie Stanley on Mr Brightside;   2nd Elaine Reading on Bridie;   3rd Alison Arden on Faye    
One Day Event at Smallwood - 11 September

Unfortunately entries were down and we only ran at around 75% of our normal capacity. This could have been due to a clash with the new unaffiliated event at Stafford. 

A massive thank you to all the committee who put a tremendous amount of work into both the day and the lead up to the event, as well as a huge thank you to all the helpers, without whom the event would not run. We have had many comments from competitors saying what a friendly well run event it was, so again thank you to all concerned. 

Full results are on the web. Well done to all our members but placings to note include: 

Junior Novice - 1st Abi Lee on Tulsk Lad

Senior Novice – 3rd Rachel Littlewood on Balindine Girl

Junior Intermediate – 3rd James Pym on Irish Cody

BRC Team EnduranceCampionships 2011, 18th September
Our endurance team of Jane Stewart, Anne Boothroyd and Tim Deeprose retained their crown from last year and are once again National Champions! A very big congratulations to all. Also well done to Saucy for taking the Top Horse award! 

Dressage Championships, Lincoln, 17th September

The dressage riders all did very well at Lincoln but unfortunately just feel out of the top 10 by a very narrow margin. Well done to Sally Eagle who won the novice test in her arena. A full report will be on the web shortly. 
Training
The Committee has arranged more training sessions this year than in previous years and, for the most part, these have been well supported and enjoyed by participating members.  Future sessions will be highlighted on the web site as and when details are known and we are grateful to the members of the Committee who arrange these events.
.

_____________________________________________________________________________
FUTURE EVENTS:
Winter Dressage

The winter programme has been drawn up and details are as follows :

Oct 9 Intro a*, Preliminary 18, Novice 27, Elementary 49
Nov 13 Preliminary 4, Novice 20, Elementary 50, Medium 63

Dec 4 Intro b*, Preliminary 7, Novice 28, Elementary 44

Feb 12 Preliminary 12, Novice 24, Elementary 42, Medium 71

Mar 18 Intro a*, Preliminary 13, Novice 30, Elementary 49

Full details concerning entering etc can be found on the web site.   Many members (Committee included) have said they have missed being able to purchase drinks at the dressage – a practice that was stopped when money went missing.   We have decided to re-introduce provision of tea and coffee but, in order to ease our carbon footprint, please would anyone wanting a drink bring a mug with them – rather than our having to buy (and dispose of) plastic cups.   We will be providing a tin for donations towards the drink and any proceeds will be given to a charity nominated by Jane Carruthers.
Clear Round SJ

Holly is in process of arranging a Clear Round Show Jumping Event.   The provisional date is 6 November.   Full details will appear on the web site as soon as they are finalised.

Area 20 Qualifier – Show Jumping

13 November

Holly is looking for Novice Show Jumpers to form a team for the Area 20 Qualifier (Show Jumping) on 13 November.   Anyone interested should be able to jump a 3’ (ish) course and be prepared to do an Area duty day.     If you would like to be part of the team, please could you contact Holly Doyle as soon as possible.   Her email address is :   hollyjbradbury@hotmail.co.uk 
Christmas SJ Training with Richard Carruthers

Sue Griffiths has also volunteered to organised this very popular training session (hopefully with Judith’s world famous mulled wine) and, again, details will appear on the web in due course.
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