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December 2011

As you can see, we are sending this newsletter out slightly earlier than  normal  but we decided to save  postage  costs  and  circulate  it  with  the  new  Handbook.     However  it  does  give  us an opportunity to wish all our members a Very Happy Christmas, a great New Year and good luck for all the events you will be  taking part in during 2012 !!    ______________________________________________________________________________
AGM and Prize Giving

This took place at The Oaklands on 17 October.  Unfortunately, due to a bereavement, there were problems behind the scenes with the catering but those members who attended enjoyed a good evening.  It was nice to see some new members and to congratulate those members who had won various competitions, or been part of DFRC teams, during the year. 
Jackets

One issue raised at the AGM was the provision of jackets for team members.   This had  been the subject of very prolonged discussions at committee level over a number of months until it was decided to put the matter on hold until members been consulted at the AGM.   Had money been no object, the decision would have been different but due to the price of a good quality jacket and the number that would have to be purchased in order that every team member was given one, the resulting figure of approximately £700 was unacceptably high.   We thus felt that it would not be fair on those members who did not represent the Club to subsidise this item.  Another negative factor this year was the drop in ODE entries,  resulting in considerably reduced income - as the event usually generates very wide interest from non-members.  

For information, however,  the Club logo is set up at Screen Print if anyone would like to make an individual purchase and Peter Booth can pass on all contact details etc.  
Questionnaire
A questionnaire was sent out with the last newsletter and copies were also available at the AGM and we would like to thank everyone who completed the form. 

A Brief Flavour of the DFRC Survey.
A more detailed analysis will be on the website in the New Year.  Approximately one third of the members returned the questionnaire, with two thirds being members for more than 5 years. Members wish to see more dressage test riding and training with other trainers and venues.  The majority said they were very happy with the teams and the support given but question the selection method.
The AGM was unanimously given a good rating, with suggestions for a quiz and talk to bolster the social side of the club.  Communication levels were generally thought to be good. Members wish the duty rota, with all details to go on the website early and be regularly updated.  Owing to Data Protection we cannot give out other members details without consent so all changes would have to go through the duty organisers.

Training Vouchers

There have been some  queries recently as to the validity of the training vouchers that we issue.  Just to clarify :  the £10 training/competition entry vouchers are issued to members who renew membership to the Club by 31 October.  There is a use by date on these which is 30 September 11 months later.  We regret that it is not possible to be flexible on this arrangement for any individual but hopefully we are putting on enough events in the year  that the vouchers can be used within the time scale.
RECENT EVENTS: 
Dressage Championships, Lincoln, 17th September

Wary of new rules about parking at Lincoln , the team members that could met up at a “greasy spoon “, near to the show ground on Friday afternoon. We then drove in in convoy and parked in a line cleverly leaving a space for Kim, who was still en route. Pete joined us and helped us put up the new event shelter, while the horses were made comfortable after their long journey. Sally arrived just in time , and we all enjoyed an excellent dinner together (thanks Bill) There were nine of us, team members helpers, and individual rider , so we put up our new banners and made our presence known !

Kim, Sally, Elaine and Holly were our riding test team, and all rode good tests on Saturday morning , the standard was very high as ever, 69.5% was only good enough for 11th place in Holly’s arena , Kim was 12th and Sally 13th , the team finished a commendable 11th. Clare riding as an individual was not placed either, but was pleased with how well Bob coped with his first major outing. Sally had also qualified as an individual to ride a novice test , and she finished first in her arena, which was a fantastic result. Unfortunately she missed her prize giving as she was riding in the “team of four “ Our four horses and riders rode a very good test (you can see the video at the AGM) ably commanded by Jo, but were unplaced.

Thanks to Jo who did her duty day for us at Lincoln. We all had a great time.

Area 20 Dressage Competition

At the end of October Delamere Forest Riding Club hosted the Area 20 Winter dressage competition. A sub committee of Sue Lea, Judith, Liz, Peter and Mary worked very hard in the preceding months to try to ensure that the competition ran smoothly, and I think that we were largely successful in this! Our thanks to Jane and Richard for the hire of the venue which, with the recent work on both surfaces, was first class .

 

The competition ran over the two days, on the Saturday the preliminary tests took place, we entered two teams and on the Saturday night we were in the happy position of first, thanks to Claire Godwin who completed a super test and won her class, and Holly returning after a year off on Flika, who was second in her class . Sadly neither Liz or Mary could find their form and failed to be placed on the Sunday, so that team finished second to Nantwich. Our other team of Claire Whitfield Ann Boothroyd, Elaine Reading and Enid Baines also did well, with some good tests and finished seventh. Both teams recorded their highest ever places in this competition, so well done to you all , and Pebble is sorry she was so rubbish. 

 

Area 20 Show Jumping 13.11.11
The Winter Novice Show Jumping Area Qualifier was held at Southview on a very pleasant Sunday in November.  The Delamere Forest Riding Club team consisted of Carrie Childs on Boadicca, Clare Aldridge on Spider, Gareth Warbuton on Grace and Sophie Chambers on Herbie.  Both Gareth and Sophie had managed last minute changes of horse as their designated mounts were unable to compete (thank you to Sophie Warburton for lending Herbie).

Carrie had the misfortune to be the very first competitor of the day but managed a good clear as did the other team members so we finished the round with a zero score – as did many other teams.  In the second round Clare and Sophie did good clears but the two mares, Grace and Bo, both decided they knew what they were doing and anyway did someone say it was timed?  Both went fast (!) but both had 12 faults.  A number of teams finished on 12 faults and Delamere was 2 seconds from getting rosettes, finishing 7th  out of 13 teams.

All the team members enjoyed the day and helped each other when needed and are looking forward to the summer competitions.

Clear Round Show Jumping

Holly kindly arranged a very enjoyable Clear Round Show Jumping afternoon at Forrest Gate on 6 November .   Everyone who attended expressed thanks to Holly for a good session and both riders and horses enjoyed the extra incentive of a chocolate bar for a clear round.   
TRAINING

Dressage Training at Forest Gate Farm 27 November

Fiona Saxby gave some very informative and fun training sessions on Sunday 27th November. There were groups of four riders and the lesson started with exercises to elongate the rider’s form then further work to extend the horse.   Everyone taking part came away having enjoyed the time (which went all too quickly) and having been given something very positive to work on.   There were also requests from members taking part that Fiona be asked to do further training in 2012.  Thanks go to Mary Bradbury for organising the day.
Christmas Show Jumping Clinic with Richard on 29 December

The Christmas SJ clinic with Richard Carruthers is being held again by popular demand on Thursday 29 December starting at 2pm and costing £12.  Members were invited to put their names down for this Clinic at the AGM and, as a result, this is now full.   However there is  only one person on the waiting list so if anyone else wants to be added to this, please contact Sue on 07808 921084 or email susangriffiths@metronet.co.uk saying what height you are jumping at.  As usual spectators are welcome and we usually get more watching than  riding due probably to the mulled wine and goodies!  It’s also a good chance to have natter and be entertained! Ps to all riders and horses – don’t forget the festive attire !
Classical Riding Clinic with Susan McBane 22nd January 2012 plus another date? 

There has been lots of interest in the Susan McBane clinic. Those who have reserved places need to pay asap please, if you plan to use your voucher you could send cheque for £20 now and voucher later. We only need a few more to set up a second date. So if you are interested please get in touch with Fran 07831736831 or francesmcnicol@nhs.net

At Forestgate Farm Indoor Arena Norley. £25 per person, lesson of 3 for 1 hour. Susan McBane is a Classical Riding trainer who has worked extensively with Sylvia Loch. She incorporates Classical Riding principles and Equitation Behaviour Science into her lessons, aiming to promote harmony between horse and rider as well as self carriage of both horse and rider. 
Please send cheques for £25 payable to DFRC asap to secure your place. Fran McNicol 07831736831, Oaklands, Dig Lane, Frodsham WA6 6UN.  You can use your training voucher for 
this clinic.

_____________________________________________________________________________
FUTURE EVENTS:
Winter Dressage


Feb 12 Preliminary 12, Novice 24, Elementary 42, Medium 71

Mar 18 Intro a*, Preliminary 13, Novice 30, Elementary 49

Full details concerning entering etc can be found on the web site.   Many members (Committee included) have said they have missed being able to purchase drinks at the dressage – a practice that was stopped when money went missing.   We have decided to re-introduce provision of tea and coffee but, in order to ease our carbon footprint, please would anyone wanting a drink bring a mug with them – rather than our having to buy (and dispose of) plastic cups.   We will be providing a tin for donations towards the drink and any proceeds will be given to a charity nominated by Jane Carruthers.
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