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The first third of this year has certainly proved a challenge to most of our members.  Having coped with ice and snow at the turn of the year, we have recently encountered the challenge of unseasonably hot dry weather, and ground that has resembled the M6 rather than the Cheshire grassland we are more familiar with.   However we hope that you are all enjoying a good season.
Several club members went down to the Grassroots competition at Badminton and watched Richard Carruthers upholding the family honours!    Richard finished on his dressage score having ridden an exemplary cross country round but such was the intense competition at this event, he was just outside the ribbons in eleventh place.

RECENT EVENTS:

Hunter Trials at Kelsall Hill on 13th March 2011 

As in previous years, entries filled quickly and a waiting list was started prior to the close of entries. We ran two just heights this year – the 75cm Novice and the 95cm Intermediate. Sadly, only 21 of the 150 entries were members but our members did come to help on the day with their usual enthusiasm and ensured the whole thing ran with extreme professionalism, which was praised by many of the competitors.

Interestingly, as soon as potential (senior novice) competitors dusted off their horses and started to practice cross country, many of them either broke themselves or broke their horses and had to withdraw – around 40 competitors were replaced from the waiting list (Thank goodness for a waiting list!). Thanks also to Ali Kay for her skills taking entries which made the replacement process a lot less painful than it might have been if it was less organised.

It had not rained for weeks but on Saturday it started raining heavily and did not clear until 9am on the morning of the hunter trials – fortunately, being Kelsall, the ground needed the rain and the going was perfect with the sun shining on us as it seems to do most years. The course was the usual high standard, beautifully presented by the team at Kelsall, minus a gate to open this time, but with a ‘knock down fence’ in the timed section which caught out the speed merchants!

Well done to the members who competed, especially Gareth Warburton who took second place in the senior novice. Thanks again to all the helpers, particularly Jackie Rees who collected scores all day on the quad bike and the committee members who turn out faithfully and take on the tricky jobs like scoring (anyone else who would like to have a go, please volunteer…)

FOTH qualifier Llanymynech 9th April

We had glorious weather at the team SJ/XC qualifier. The senior Novice team of Jo Ellis, Alison Arden, Cathy London and Jane Byrne came 5th out of 15 teams so big well done. The second team of Sally Eagle (a last minute replacement due to dropouts!), Grahame Sandlin and Anne Boothroyd had pretty good rounds too and enjoyed the day. Ellie Ebbitt once again won the Individual Junior Intermediate so well done Ellie and good luck for the finals in June. Peter Sandlin 

also had a good round in the senior Intermediate class. The junior pairs James and Richard Pym had a good ride and came 6th and the seniors Sally Eagle and Jane Byrne did two perfect dressing fences but over egged taking it steady after the too fast first rounds and came 4th out of 7.  Big thanks to all helpers and organisers!
Training
Various training sessions have been arranged in the last few months – show jumping with Jane Carruthers and cross country with Rachael Thompson.    All of which have been greatly enjoyed by participating members.   Future sessions will be highlighted on the web site as and when details are known and we are grateful to the members of the Committee who co-ordinate all the details relating to these events.
.____________________________________________________________________
FUTURE EVENTS:
BRC Team Endurance Event 2011

The details of the BRC team event, at which Delamere Forest triumphed in 2010, have been announced. The final is in Bedfordshire, Sunday Sept 18th. Teams of 3 or 4 can enter any EGB ride to qualify. Teams can enter multiple rides to improve their best scores. Squads of up to 6 riders , must be declared in advance for the season. If you are interested in being part of a Delamere squad, please contact Jane Stewart Home, 01606 889770 or dennisjane@btopenworld.com. Jane has a 14.2 plug and play pony available if there is a DRFC member who would like to be part of a DFRC squad but does not have a suitable horse.  http://www.rcteamevent.endurancegb.co.uk/html/rules.html

Please contact Jane as soon as possible if you are interested in forming a squad!
Summer Dressage

We are now about halfway through the summer dressage season.   The next two competitions and tests are as follows:

June 12 Intro B P10 N20 E44

July 10 P1 N24 E42 M71

To enter phone Sue Lea on 01928 710802 on the Sunday 2 weeks before the competition (but not before 10 am). Places are confirmed when Sue receives a cheque payable to DFRC at Fairview 93 Chester Road Sutton Weaver Runcorn WA7 3EX. Entries close on the Wednesday prior to the competition - or earlier if full. Times are available on the Wednesday before the competition between 7 and 9 pm 

Horse Camp 2nd & 3rd July at Kelsall Hill

Horse camp is almost full, with 25 out of the 30 places definitely booked. However, if you were one of the people who contacted Cathy London and said ‘maybe’, she has not counted you in the 25 but will be in touch to check whether you want places. In the meantime, we can confirm there are still a few unallocated places available for this fun and informative weekend, which (I can personally confirm – Sue L) caters for a wide range of abilities   The cost will be £140 for the whole weekend. This includes 2 nights stable and straw and the camp site with showers, breakfasts x 2 
(human), baguettes for lunch x 2 (you will be asked for choice of fillings), BBQ on Saturday night, 4 lessons, and use of all facilities at Kelsall although the gallops are extra but cost £10 if booked through camp. XC training is now in the new training field near the gallop (but does not yet have water) and will be easier to watch.   If you would like to book a place, or get any additional information about Camp, please contact Cathy London.
The trainers will be Sarah Johnson for both days, who is brilliant with nervous novices, Rachael Thompson for SJ and XC on both days. Jennifer Manning (local dressage rider/trainer) for dressage on Saturday. Pippa Hatton (BHSI) is booked for dressage/SJ on Sunday. 

Pippa is just back in the UK and will be bringing her ex-racehorse to do a demo titled ‘Step by step – unlocking the potential of your horse’ at lunchtime on Sunday. All DFRC members are very welcome to come down and watch, free of charge. Bring your lunch and stay to watch the lessons afterwards

Combined Training – 14 August

This popular event will again be held at Forest Gate Farm and details will be advised on the web site in due course.

One Day Event – 11 September

This will be held at Smallwood and hopefully will be a very definite date in the diary for all our members! Entry details will be circulated in late July.
MISC 

Helper’s  List

As you will all know, Caroline and Judith Childs have to put in a large amount of time to co-ordinate the helpers for the various events that we run.   Unfortunately one of the major problems is when people allocated to assist have, at the last minute and for whatever reason, to withdraw their duty day.   Caroline keeps full records of the status of helpers and duty days bus has decided it is too time consuming to keep up-dating the Helper’s List on the web site. Caroline will be happy to clarify any queries concerning duty days .

Area 20 Teams
We felt it may be useful to outline the British Riding Clubs (BRC) membership requirements in relation to Area 20 competitions. In order to enter area competitions your membership details must have been registered with the BRC head office by the close of prelim entries (usually around 3 weeks before the area competition itself). To allow our membership secretary, Emma Holland, to process and get the details across to head office in time we do need at least 10 days on top of this. As you have received this newsletter, you are registered with BRC head office however, if you have only just joined or renewed your membership and want to compete at an imminent area competition please double check that you are eligible with the chef d’equipe. For those that have joined / renewed a while ago it is worth bearing in mind for future membership years, especially if you want to compete in area teams.  
Competition Eligibility

It has been drawn to our attention that a couple of people who entered the Indoor Hunter Trial Novice Class had actually competed at BE (80) level and were therefore ineligible to enter competitively. Please can we ask that you double check your eligibility – if you are unsure please don’t hesitate to ask. We are very happy for people to enter HC, but clearly we do have to ensure everyone competes on a fair basis.

Horses For Heroes

This is just a brief reminder that there is a walk going on from Land's End to John O'Groats to raise money for wounded servicemen and women.   A horse drawn, first world war replica ambulance with a team of wounded servicemen is doing the walk and will be on the A49 between Tarporley and Warrington on Friday, 24 June.  They are hoping to do the 1,000 mile journey (non-stop) in 10 days. Having seen the ambulance at Badminton, I think it is possibly debatable as to how many seriously wounded soldiers managed to survive the journey from the battle field to the hospital area –as there didn’t seem to be much in the way of comfortable bedding!!     Anyway if you are interested in watching the progress of this venture, or want further details of the journey, estimated arrival times, route etc, there is an excellent web site:   www.horseshelpheroes.org.uk
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