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      Delamere Forest Riding Club

                   A British Riding Club affiliated to the British Horse Society
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January 2009     
FIRSTLY, WE WOULD LIKE TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY OF WISHING YOU ALL A  HAPPY NEW YEAR - DESPITE THE VERY ICY CONDITIONS WE ARE ALL HAVING TO CONTEND WITH AT PRESENT!

Chairman’s Message – January 2009
On behalf of the committee I would like to wish you all a very belated ‘Happy Christmas’ and all the best for the New Year!

Last year was a very busy and successful year for the club - all our events were filled to capacity with waiting lists and due to our excellent venues we did not have to cancel any competitions. This year, membership numbers are good and we have a full calendar of events and training. All members have received the training vouchers and will receive their club program in due course. We have put together some dates in this newsletter to put into your diaries. An entry schedule for the Hunter Trials will be put on the website shortly and will be available by post for those who cannot access a computer.

I have been asked by event organisers to remind you that dressage entries need to be confirmed by post, with a cheque following your telephone call. Failure to do so may lead to your entry being cancelled.

Details of Horse Camp are now available. This weekend is so popular that we may not be able to take all and will have to base on a ‘first come, first served’ but will also take into account duty days owing and commitment to the club.

Lastly, please bear in mind that all the committee are volunteers who work very hard to ensure that we make Delamere Forest Riding Club what the members want. We also have day jobs and are very appreciative of the help and support of the members!! Having said that, we enjoy being your committee.

All the best for the coming season…  Cathy

RECENT EVENTS:

CHRISTMAS SHOW JUMPING CLINIC which, by popular demand, we again held on 30 December at Forest Gate with Richard Carruthers. Three groups of five took part and each session ended with everyone jumping a course of fences. There was only one fall but a few near misses which provided some entertainment for the many spectators who braved the cold. As usual there was a great selection of mince pies, sweets and goodies. Thanks again to Judith for the lovely mulled wine (which went down so well with the spectators that a second batch had to be hurriedly brewed!) and a big thanks to Andy Dorward for the excellent photographs he took with his Christmas present. 

FUTURE COMPETITIONS HAVE BEEN ARRANGED AS FOLLOWS:

Clear Round Show Jumping –  Sunday 18 January, 1pm – 4pm.

Back by popular demand at Forest Gate Farm. Classes start at 2' until 2pm, followed by 2'6" until 3pm then 3' until 4pm £5 per round, as many as you like. Smart, casual wear! Every assistance will be given to ensure you have a successful and enjoyable session. Come along and practice for next years competitions. All welcome. This event will be open to non-members. Contact Jo Ellis for further details on 01691 773147 or 07866 902502 

Hunter Trials 15th March 2009, Kelsall Hill Equestrian Centre 

Schedule and entry forms on the website shortly. Novice 2’ 6” and Intermediate 3’ classes.

The hunter trials will be the same format as the previous years but possibly colder due to earlier date!

Indoor Hunter Trial, Sunday 5th April, Forest Gate Farm, Norley
A new competition for this club year! We are holding an indoor Hunter Trial at Richard and Jane Carruthers.  Richard is designing the course so expect the unexpected! There will be 2 classes - Novice and Intermediate. Entries in advance only so keep an eye on the website for schedules and entry forms (From early Feb). Any questions - phone Liz Ford on 01606 852220 / 07939 049133
Winter Indoor Dressage 2009

Competitions will be held at Forest Gate Farm, Norley. And please can we remind everyone to remove droppings! 

8 Feb - P10 (2002), N26 (2006), E42 (2008), M63 (2002) 

8 March - P18 (2002), N28 (2008),E50 (2007).

These competitions are run for DFRC members, however if there are insufficient entries then non-members will be allowed to enter at a fee of £10. To enter phone Mary Bradbury on 01928 787601 2 weeks prior to the competition, send £8 entry fee within 3 days to Mary at Beech Cottage, Beech Lane, Norley WA6 6LP. Entries close on the previous Wednesday - or earlier if full. For times, ring Mary between 7pm and 9pm on the previous Wednesday.
Summer Dressage

For information, preliminary details of the summer dressage competitions are as follows:

Competitions will be held at Forest Gate Farm, Norley with similar restrictions concerning the acceptance of entries from non-members.  Dates are:

12 April

10 May

14 June (entries to Mary Bradbury, as above) for June)

19 July 

To enter phone Sue Lea on 01928 710802 2 weeks prior to the competition, send £8 entry fee within 3 days to Sue at Fairview, 93 Chester Road, Sutton Weaver, Runcorn, Cheshire, WA7 3EX. Entries close on the previous Wednesday - or earlier if full. For times, ring Sue between 7pm and 9pm on the previous Wednesday. 

Combined Training
A Combined Training and Dressage Competition is being arranged for 16 August and full details will appear on the web site and in a later edition of the Newsletter.
FORTHCOMING TRAINING:

Intermediate Show Jumping – 27 January 2009

Intermediate Jumping Clinic with Richard Carruthers at Forest Gate Farm on Tuesday 27th Jan. Groups of 5 riders jumping about 3' or more. Cost £12 per rider and you can use your vouchers. If one session only it will be at 6.30. If we can fill 2 sessions they will be at 6 and 7 This will hopefully be a monthly affair if I can cope with the stress! Please call Jo Ellis to book on 01691 773147 or 07866 902502
Show Jumping Training

Show jumping training with Jane Carruthers at Forest Gate Farm, Norley
Thursday 29th January - 6-8pm. Session 1 - 2'6", Session 2 - 2'9"/3' Cost £12.50

Thursday 26th February - 6-9pm - 2'6", 2'9", 3' Cost £12.50

Indoor Cross Country Training

Indoor XC Training with Richard Carruthers at Forest Gate Farm, Norley
Tuesday 3rd March – 5.30pm start, 3 groups - 2'6"-2'9", 2'9"-3',  3'-3'3". Cost £ 12.50

 
To book on show jumping training with Jane or cross country training with Richard, please contact Liz Ford on 07939 049133 or liz.ford@eblex.org.uk As usual it’s first come first served and places fill quickly. Payment will secure your place. Cheques payable to DFRC and sent to Liz Ford, 12 Holly Road, Weaverham, Northwich, Cheshire. CW8 3DW. If payment has not been received within 7 days of your place being booked it will be offered to someone else! If you have booked on more than one training session please can you send on separate cheques - it makes it easier all round if you have to pull out of one or if we have to cancel a session etc! 

XC Training at Somerford Park

A XC Clinic has been provisionally booked for Saturday 21 February on the ash arena at Somerford with Laura Fortune at 11am (Novice) and 12 noon (Intermediate) using the portable XC fences.  The costs for this will be £16 for a group of 5.  This is a good opportunity to practice all the technical fences and combinations, especially if you are thinking of entering our Hunter Trials. A follow up clinic will be held on the 80 acre course one evening after Easter again with Laura if there is sufficient interest. Wednesday 15 April is the provisional date to be confirmed. Again there will be one novice group and one intermediate group of 5.  As Somerford have put the costs up by £5 this year, the cost will be £28. You can of course reduce the cost by using your training voucher. Anyone interested please contact Sue Griffiths on 01606 891562 / 07808 921084 or email susangriffithspartnership@ukonline.co.uk
Advanced Dressage Training

We are currently looking to organise some dressage training with some advanced trainers. These are likely to cost around £60/£70 per session, depending upon training and venue. If you are interested in taking this up please contact Emma Holland on emma@macgeek.co.uk or phone 079656 176827 so we can ascertain interest prior to booking a clinic.  
 
Horse Camp 4th and 5th July 2009 

Two nights full use of Kelsall’s facilities. Arrive on Friday evening or Saturday morning. 2 lessons on Saturday and 2 lessons on Sunday. Saturday night social – details to be confirmed. Cost will be £120 per person for the 2 days.

Contact cathy.london@btinternet.com 

Horse Security

You may have seen, in a recent edition of Saddle Up, that five performance horses were stolen, before Christmas, from premises in Lower Whitley.   As always, its worth being over cautious and taking car numbers etc, of any strangers seen looking round stables - both from, primarily, the horse point of view but also because of the value of tack, trailers, wagons etc.

Helpers Duties

A big thanks to all that have done duty days so far this membership year or have volunteered for specific forthcoming duty days. A list is available on the web (memberships page) if you need a reminder which duty (ies) you have volunteered for.  If your name does not appear against 2 half day sessions or 1 full day session please contact Liz Ford on liz.ford@eblex.org.uk or 07939 049133 to get your name down. Please remember if you cant do your day we ask that you swap with another member and let us know accordingly If members want to help at additional events they are always welcome!! 

www.delamereforestridingclub.co.uk
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